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On Electricity Network Development and
Nature Conservation in Europe

Guiding principles of our cooperation
In the beginning, four spearheading organisations decided to cooperate. Today, the organisation has grown to more than a dozen members across Europe.
In November 2011, RGI brought together a
coalition of TSOs and NGOs, including some
of Europe’s largest, in signing the "European Grid Declaration on Electricity Network
Development and Nature Conservation"
(EGD). Today this coalition is represented
by 30 signatories including TenneT, 50Hertz,
Swissgrid, WWF, Greenpeace, BirdLife Europe

and Friends of the Earth Europe, to name just
a few. The Declaration sets out the principles
required to plan environmentally sensitive
grid developments and reduce the impact of
power-lines on biodiversity. One year later, the
agreement was extended to include a statement on increased transparency and public
participation. This extension clearly states the
signatories’ willingness to better inform and
involve both concerned stakeholders and the
broader public with respect to grid development projects and plans.

Jean Verseille, Director European Affairs RTE
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How we see ourselves
EUROPEAN GRID DECLARATION

performance. 

expectations. 

Christoph Bals, Policy Director Germanwatch
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There are a number of organisations that
deal with grid related issues in Europe. What
makes RGI different from other organisations,
however, is that it unites partners that typically represent two opposing sides in society with apparently very different goals but
that now find themselves pursuing common
objectives. By combining the different starting points and perspectives, RGI is able to

Finding solutions beyond public opposition
grow beyond a one-sided defence of interests.
The energy transformation needs public support to become a success story. Building on
diversity makes it possible for RGI to develop
a joint narrative founded on the perspectives
and worldviews of different partners. RGI
position papers developed on this basis may
in turn bridge gaps and resonate with a broad
range of stakeholders.

The members of RGI are committed to working together, avoiding conflict by seeking solutions to problems with grid planning before they arise. This new approach requires all parties
to overcome old prejudices and to be open to different perspectives.

 Climate change and the collapse of biodiversity are at the heart of the

What we do
RGI facilitates dialogue between TSOs
and NGOs – at its core, RGI is a platform for
dialogue between TSOs and NGOs. RGI partners meet at workshops and conferences and
jointly address topics that they wish to learn
more about. This exchange of experience
helps partners understand the other’s point
of view and find solutions and compromises
that are acceptable to both sides.
RGI promotes transparency and knowledge sharing – RGI partners engage in an
extensive exchange of knowledge and best
practices. This encourages the roll-out of practices that have already proven to be successful
in some grid development projects. RGI partners also work on pilot projects to develop

great sustainability challenge facing humanity in our time. A massive

and implement better practices in the reality
of grid development on the ground. This tests
and implements improved transparency and
minimised impacts on communities and the
environment, in line with the partners’ commitments in the European Grid Declaration.
RGI enables joint advocacy work – out
of the various views of its members, RGI
identifies and consolidates shared positions
on different aspects of grid development
and the electricity system. Furthermore, for
many political stakeholders in Brussels such as
ENTSO-E and the European Commission, RGI
has become a trusted partner in discussing
how to set up suitable stakeholder engagement processes at a European level.

roll out of renewable energy generation is, along with decreased and
more eﬀicient energy use, an urgent imperative. But we must ensure
that our attempts to deal with one side of the environmental crisis do
not end up causing harm to the other.
The BirdLife Partnership has been working relentlessly to ensure that
we bring about the needed energy revolution with minimal harm to
wildlife and ecosystems. The RGI is an exciting opportunity to bring

POWER

OF
COLLABORATION

together a wide range of organisations committed to a truly sustainable energy system for Europe.



Ariel Brunner, Head of EU Policy BirdLife Europe

A short introduction to the work of RGI
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Dear readers,
When in 2009 I started proposing that environmental protection groups and transmission system operators should actively cooperate if they were serious about renewables
and the necessary infrastructure for it, many
thought I had no idea how close to impossible this would be.
Today, in an effort to understand the changing roles of actors in the energy transition
phase, RGI partners challenge each other to
constructively explore, define and take on
new roles and responsibilities to support and
facilitate this transition.
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The Renewables Grid Initiative has grown into a forum where trust and the
power of collaboration are fundamental pillars of the joint learning process.
Out of this process, RGI has become a new stakeholder, often representing
more mature and advanced positions. By putting new ideas into practice, the
possibility of RGI partners to speak with one voice has increased tremendously.
An African proverb says, “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to
go far, go together.” The energy transformation is a long journey into an
uncertain future. We need to reinvent our market designs, be willing to turn
the technological solutions involved upside down and embrace the idea that
energy, and in particular electricity, is an inherent element of the democratic
functioning of our societies, with society itself playing a much larger role.
RGI is an invitation to envision this future and to shape it by taking very
concrete steps to make it happen. For all those who are as excited about this
as we are, this brochure provides some initial information with more to learn
via our website, newsletter and public events or by contacting us directly.
We are looking forward to meeting you.

Antonella Battaglini
CEO Renewables Grid Initiative
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Grid extension is an essential precondition for substantive renewable

sources, and Norwegian stored hydro can promote the European

energy integration from both decentralised and utility scale instal-

transition to a secure and eﬀicient low carbon economy by providing

lations. We as TSOs want to invest in the grids that society asks for,

ﬂexibility for balancing purposes. New infrastructure and new market

therefore we need to take all necessary measures that will increase

regulation are required for this to happen. Public support for new

the acceptability of our grids and a supportive investment model.

grids and sub-sea interconnections are essential. RGI has created a

Bringing the necessary transformation to the power sector will

bridge – connecting diﬀerent stakeholders, perspectives and views

require strong coalitions across diﬀerent sectors in society. That's why

and facilitating the sharing of knowledge and experience across the

TenneT is one of the founding members of the RGI, which provides the

divides between energy utilities and NGOs. 

Tor Inge Akselsen, Senior Vice-President
International Public Affairs Statnett

A new grid for a renewable energy future
Europe’s energy system faces a number of
challenges. Building a competitive European
market, maintaining security of supply and
tackling the global problem of climate change
require action and new ideas. The electricity
sector is central.

dependence towards renewable energy.

However, planning and realising grid development projects is often difficult and time
consuming due to complex permitting procedures, local opposition and the challenges of
minimising impacts on the local environment,
The places that generate the most renewable nature and host communities.
power aren’t always near the places where we
Grid development projects often face opposiuse the most electricity, and sources such as
tion from groups who question the need for
solar and wind are weather dependent. New
the new power-line and have concerns about
power-lines are often needed to connect genprotection of the local environment, potential
eration sites with the big consumer areas, and
health impacts or possible depreciation of real
to allow flexibility to import electricity from
estate values.
other regions when the wind does not blow
and the sun does not shine. Thus, modernis- Overall, the objectives of opposing groups
ing and expanding the European electricity and affected individuals are hard to align with
grid is an essential building block in the tran- those of grid operators.
sition of Europe’s energy system from fossil

platform for relevant stakeholders to foster the necessary developments to enable 100% grid integration of renewables. 

Ben Voorhorst, COO TenneT

We need unusual alliances for the energy transition
It came as a surprise to many when transmission system operators (TSOs) and non-governmental organisations (NGOs), formerly
considered to be adversaries, announced that
they would join forces in the Renewables Grid
Initiative in 2009.
Players from both sides had become aware of
their mutual interests in realising timely and
environmentally sound grid development projects. For NGOs quickening the pace of integrating renewable energy into the electricity
system is highly important for the protection

of the climate; TSOs, on the other hand, see
that insufficient environmental safeguards,
transparency or public participation opportunities may prolong project development and
fuel public opposition campaigns.
RGI was founded to serve as a platform working towards the integration of electricity produced form renewable energy sources in the
European grid by improving understanding
of the challenge and acceptability of the new
lines that are needed.
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Guiding principles of our cooperation
In the beginning, four spearheading organisations decided to cooperate. Today, the organisation has grown to more than a dozen members across Europe.
In November 2011, RGI brought together a
coalition of TSOs and NGOs, including some
of Europe’s largest, in signing the "European Grid Declaration on Electricity Network
Development and Nature Conservation"
(EGD). Today this coalition is represented
by 30 signatories including TenneT, 50Hertz,
Swissgrid, WWF, Greenpeace, BirdLife Europe

and Friends of the Earth Europe, to name just
a few. The Declaration sets out the principles
required to plan environmentally sensitive
grid developments and reduce the impact of
power-lines on biodiversity. One year later, the
agreement was extended to include a statement on increased transparency and public
participation. This extension clearly states the
signatories’ willingness to better inform and
involve both concerned stakeholders and the
broader public with respect to grid development projects and plans.

Jean Verseille, Director European Affairs RTE
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There are a number of organisations that
deal with grid related issues in Europe. What
makes RGI different from other organisations,
however, is that it unites partners that typically represent two opposing sides in society with apparently very different goals but
that now find themselves pursuing common
objectives. By combining the different starting points and perspectives, RGI is able to

Finding solutions beyond public opposition
grow beyond a one-sided defence of interests.
The energy transformation needs public support to become a success story. Building on
diversity makes it possible for RGI to develop
a joint narrative founded on the perspectives
and worldviews of different partners. RGI
position papers developed on this basis may
in turn bridge gaps and resonate with a broad
range of stakeholders.

The members of RGI are committed to working together, avoiding conflict by seeking solutions to problems with grid planning before they arise. This new approach requires all parties
to overcome old prejudices and to be open to different perspectives.

 Climate change and the collapse of biodiversity are at the heart of the

What we do
RGI facilitates dialogue between TSOs
and NGOs – at its core, RGI is a platform for
dialogue between TSOs and NGOs. RGI partners meet at workshops and conferences and
jointly address topics that they wish to learn
more about. This exchange of experience
helps partners understand the other’s point
of view and find solutions and compromises
that are acceptable to both sides.
RGI promotes transparency and knowledge sharing – RGI partners engage in an
extensive exchange of knowledge and best
practices. This encourages the roll-out of practices that have already proven to be successful
in some grid development projects. RGI partners also work on pilot projects to develop

great sustainability challenge facing humanity in our time. A massive

and implement better practices in the reality
of grid development on the ground. This tests
and implements improved transparency and
minimised impacts on communities and the
environment, in line with the partners’ commitments in the European Grid Declaration.
RGI enables joint advocacy work – out
of the various views of its members, RGI
identifies and consolidates shared positions
on different aspects of grid development
and the electricity system. Furthermore, for
many political stakeholders in Brussels such as
ENTSO-E and the European Commission, RGI
has become a trusted partner in discussing
how to set up suitable stakeholder engagement processes at a European level.

roll out of renewable energy generation is, along with decreased and
more eﬀicient energy use, an urgent imperative. But we must ensure
that our attempts to deal with one side of the environmental crisis do
not end up causing harm to the other.
The BirdLife Partnership has been working relentlessly to ensure that
we bring about the needed energy revolution with minimal harm to
wildlife and ecosystems. The RGI is an exciting opportunity to bring

POWER
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together a wide range of organisations committed to a truly sustainable energy system for Europe.
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