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Introducing Europacable
What we do

We empower Europe’s decarbonisation We connect Europe’s digitalisation

We make Europe safer We make Europe sustainable
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‘Collaborative efforts’ ?...
A form of circularity that’s beyond manufacturers’ scope



Recycled copper in cables
Recycled content

European manufacturers gradually increase the share of recycled 
copper in new cables

Recycled copper is in use at several European manufacturers’

Ongoing research to gradually increase the share of recycled copper

Key requirement: high purity of material to maintain high level of electrical 
conductivity

Issue: recognised chain-of-custody models for renewable and recycled 
contents

 



Buy back service of unused cable lengths

Increasing share of recycled copper in cables
Recently announced HVDC cable with 100% recycled 
copper (EGL2 in UK) 

Cable recycling services (decommissioning, collection, 
processing)

Recycled copper in cables
How manufacturers contribute

Multiplying initiatives to collect and valorise copper in cables



Chain of custody models and mandatory standards for recycled content

Clear allocation of responsibilities in recovery and recycling of cables

Prevent leakage of EoL cables and scrap
China alone imports over 2.3 Mt of recycled copper raw materials annually
Substantial amounts of EoL cables are exported through informal, gray-
market, or illicit channels

Harmonise practices to guarantee a level playing field
Approved chain-of-custody models
Mandatory standards for recycled content (e.g. EN 45557)
Harmonised European rules for circularity

CEA and WEEE directive revision: need for a case-by-case approach
Diversity of products and installations
Economic, environmental and technical criteria 

è WEEE Directive is not the appropriate tool for cables

Challenges ahead

Cooperation along the value chain 
and a favourable regulatory framework are key
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