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Industry Insights:
Collaborative efforts for sustainable cables

Christophe Richon, Sustainability Adviser — Europacable
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The voice of Europe’s leading wire and cable manufacturers
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What we do
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Recycled content of copper in cables
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Challenges ahead
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A form of circularity that's beyond manufacturers’' scope

Kabeldiebstahl: Wenn Buntmetall entwendet wird
A29 / CINISI i it e

Letzte Atualisierung am: 9. August 2025

Autostrada Palermo-Mazara al buio: o mbs
rubati cavi di rame dell'illuminazi Major power cable theft gang disrupted in .. i s sedesn:

) . s e o
a Marlna dl Clnlsl E u ro p e Es ist 2u einem echten Problem geworden: Kabeldiebe entwenden in der gesamten

Republik S i und Erdi kabel und sorgen somit nicht nur fir einen hohen

‘\ - Kaveldiebe rechnen mussen und was Firmen und Polizel untermehmen, um dem Problem Herr zu werden,

sondern i gl g dle

| ladri hanno saccheggiato i fili elettrici che davano luce sia alla carreggiata p
che ad alcune strade laterali. | residenti: "La zona, attraversata quotidianame
residenti, turisti e pendolari diretti verso Torre Pozzillo, & estremamente peri
Cosi manca la sicurezza stradale"

Erst selt den letzten Jahren Ist der Diebstahl von Kabel lukratly. Grund Ist Chinas
enormer Hunger nach Buntmetallen, weshalb der Preis fiir Kupfer und Co. auf dem
Weltmarkt einen hohen Wert erreichl hal. Trotz Schwankungen des Weltmarktpreises ist

Kabeldiebstahl unentwegt  beliebt" bei den Dieben.

In diesem Ratgeber informieren wir Sie uber Kabeldiebstahl, mit welchen Strafen

Desmantelado un grupo por robar 53.000 metros de cable de

Vols de cables : 3,6 tonnes de cables présum
cobre en Asturias y Cantabria

France et en Belgique

@ Lecture 1 min

» Los hechos provocaron un coste econémico de unos 387.000 euros, aunque se han recuperado 1.100 kilos de cableado
» La Guardia Civil ha detenido a seis personas, cinco hombres y una mujer, y ha esclarecido 37 delitos

i l -_'3":, :

cable worth £100,000

Accueil + Faits divers




(uropacable’
Try life without us

Recycled copper in cables
Recycled content

IDENTITY PRESERVATION

— — C Recycled copper isin use at several European manufacturers’
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——— amm— C Ongoing research to gradually increase the share of recycled copper
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— — Cc Key requirement: high purity of material to maintain high level of electrical
— — conductivity
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How manufacturers contribute

C Buy back service of unused cable lengths

C Increasing share of recycled copper in cables

cable scrapat C Recently announced HVDC cable with 100% recycled
a fair price » copper (EGL2 in UK)

Peterhead

C Cable recycling services (decommissioning, collection,
processing)

Eastern Green Link 2

—>» Multiplying initiatives to collect and valorise copper in cables



Challenges ahead
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Europacable calls on the EU Commission to establish a robust framework
for a Circular Single Market for power and telecommunication cables and
1o maintain the exciusion of these cables from the WEEE Directive

Brucenls; 1€ June 206

Europacable urges the C: a robust fora i
and harmonised Circular Single Markn for cables, and to keep power and
cables 1 from the scope of the Directive on Waste Electrical

and Electronic Equipment (WEEE).!

For European cabling system production, access to ials will be

- 1
o emps Europe’s electr gh cables made in Europe
for Europe. This said, the WEEE Duectm s not the ngm tool to recover mlttnlls flom
power or telecommunication cables due to related to

and i ints and bili

Instead, Europacable recommends supporting the sculmg up of existing market cystems
intoa cumpctmvu and harmonised Clr:\llr Single Market for cabling systems through a

k that ion and circularity, while keeping a lowl
playing ﬁnld for of; <. Thic will signifi il to meet our indt
need for high-quality critical raw materials {CRMs), i y for copper and i
Furthermore, such market recovery and allow to for the

different cabie types and their installation methods.

Europacable, the voice of Eurcpe's I2ading wire and cable system manufacturers, strongly
supports the European Union's ambition toaccelerate circularity, enhance resource efficency,
and secure access to critical raw materials. The intrinsic value of copper and aluminium may
provide an economic incentive for recovery, decided Dy asset owners on a Case-Dy-(ase bass,
considering technical feasibility, operational constraints and environmental impacts.

Tre current WEEE Directive aims 10 COIrect market ralures at end of Ife by ensunng the
proper collection and treatmert of electrical anc electronic ecupment that would otherwise
not be racycled, due to a low or negative residualvalue Thic howsver does not apply to cables:
cables typically retein e consstently positive residual velue due to their high copper end/or
aluminium ccntent.

In other words, the typical “WEEE problem” does not apply to cables: they are pulied into
recycling by value on a case-by-case basis and not pushed by lecislation.

For that reason, iInciuding cables in WEEE i1s uniiksly to deliver additional material recyciing
bensfts On the contrary, it would add technical, economic, financial, environmental,
regulatory and administrative burden az well ac affordsbility concerns. If the objective is to
Increase recycling rates where they are currently insufficient, policy should focus on product
streams that lack such inherent economic value

Europacable stands ready to closely cooperate with the European Commission and EU
Institutions to creat= the right conditions to produce cables made in Europe for Europe

Please consult the rati le and dations that are ilable on the next pages.

Eurgpaczble doss not objact to the exsting inclusion of power cables <IkV with a connector into the scope of the
current WEEE Directive.

(uropacable’

Try life without us

Chain of custody models and mandatory standards for recycled content
Clear allocation of responsibilities in recovery and recycling of cables

Prevent leakage of EoL cables and scrap
C China alone imports over 2.3 Mt of recycled copper raw materials annually
C Substantial amounts of EolL cables are exported through informal, gray-
market, or illicit channels

Harmonise practices to guarantee a level playing field
C Approved chain-of-custody models
C Mandatory standards for recycled content (e.g. EN 45557)
C Harmonised European rules for circularity

CEA and WEEE directive revision: need for a case-by-case approach
C Diversity of products and installations
C Economic, environmental and technical criteria
= WEEE Directive is not the appropriate tool for cables

-3 Cooperation along the value chain
and a favourable regulatory framework are key
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WWW.europacable.eu



http://www.europacable.eu/

