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Purpose of the project: 
To bring forward/de-emotionalize the
public debate regarding the necessity of
further development of the transmission
grid between different civil society
stakeholders



Argumentation map

• Structured and comprehensive overview of the debate 
around the necessity of HVDC transmission lines

• Stakeholder dialogue:
– What really motivates them?
– Which are just pseudo-arguments?
– How do they respond to counter-arguments?
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?

What is the link to the starting thesis?

What is the link between the arguments?
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Argumentation map: Example
Unequal burden of regions
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Conclusions

Taking a step back – What does the debate on the expansion of power 
grids look like in Germany?

• Talking about the necessity of HVDCs is also a debate about
– the future energy system
– decentralization
– fairness

• Currently the debate is changing
– Seemingly less opposition against HVDCs
– At the same time speeding up of expansion process
– Shortage of skilled workers and problems with supply chains

• Still: Do no step back from good and early participation!



Conclusions

Benefits of argumentation map

• Stakeholder dialogue
– Input from stakeholders is made visible
– Enables fact-based conversation about controversial topics

• Orientation within a debate
– Visualization and ordering of the various arguments and their references to each 

other
– Main points of debate
– Possible compromises

• Linking the debates on local and federal level
– Political consulting
– Enables fact-based conversation about controversial topics



Thank you for your attention!


