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VM → IVM (philosophy)

l 3 point of views:
l Security

l Vegetation cutting: How? How often? Cyclic intervention

l Effects/consequences on nature (periodic disturbance) and 
society (no man’s land)



l Security
- Insure no blackout
- Standard security distance in the corridor

VM → IVM (philosophy)



l Vegetation cutting: How? How often? Cyclic 
intervention
- Destroy efficiently the vegetation (mechanical, 

chemical,...) to reduce the frequency of intervention
- Each 4-5-6 years (substrate)
- Never ending story: clean ground + produce organic 

matter

VM → IVM (philosophy)



l Effects/consequences on natural habitats 
(periodic disturbance) and society (no man’s 
land)
- First stages of forest colonisation (permanently 

unstable)
- Land owners feel dispossessed of part of their land 

(Rigth-of-Way) => nobody wants to use these areas
- Influence on the price of electricity
- Wrong perception

VM → IVM (philosophy)



An endless work



Integrated vegetation management

l Integrate best practices in the common VM 
methods

l Goals:
- Reduce interventions (reduce costs and impacts on 

environment)
- Increase security
- Increase services (ecosystemic, social,…)
- (re)Create usage of a no man’s land



VM → IVM (philosophy)



What is IVM?
IVM is an old idea, not easy to 
implement and that was often re-
invented

US forest administration 1966!



What is IVM?
IVM is an old idea, not easy to 
implement and that was often re-
invented

Same idea, different flavours



LIFE Elia-RTE (2011-2017) (BE + FR]



LIFE Elia-RTE (2011-2017) (BE + FR]



After-LIFE plan

https://www.ecofirst.eu/en/
our-publications

Ensure the continuity of the management (conventions, commitments, Agro-Environmental package)
Biological monitoring : annual report + final report in 2022



Before-After evolution https://www.flickr.com/photos/186075070@N06/albums

Example : Martelange – Corne du Bois du pendu

l Recurrent removal of tree regrowth by slashing
l Public owner (municipalities of Martelange and Attert)

Before During



Before-After evolution
Example : Martelange – Corne du Bois du pendu

l Agreement with 2 farmers
l 2.3 ha of pasture  with highlands + 6.4 ha hay meadow (6230 Natura 2000 
Habitat)
l Agro-Environmental Package

After After After



Perspectives



New LIFE project (RTE + RGI + Ecofirst) : full proposal introduced 
in february 2021

Coordinating beneficiary :

Associated beneficiaries :

LIFE Biodiversity - LIFE20 NAT/FR/000510 - Grid4LIFE
« Improving vegetation management under power lines: an opportunity for biodiversity and 
green infrastructure in Europe » 



jf.godeau@ecofirst.eu (Jean-François Godeau)
pierrette.nyssen@gmail.com (Pierrette Nyssen)

Thanks for your attention

http://www.ecofirst.eu
Contact : info@ecofirst.eu

mailto:jf.godeau@ecofirst.eu
mailto:pierrette.nyssen@gmail.com
http://www.ecofirst.eu/
mailto:info@ecofirst.eu




Results after 3 years ?



Biological monitoring : sampling

2018 2019 2020 2021 Total

98.2 78 67.5 68.4 312.1

18 40 26 23 107

15 37 27 23 102

125.1 22.5 124.4 61.8 333.8

112 61.9 173.9

28.3 43.3 69.2 31.4 172.2

30.3 68.7 99

+ etc

Total area (ha) of the corridor and 
number of ponds : plants, dragonflies)



• Scenario A : Failure of the LIFE action (1/52 sites = 2 %) Frasnes : edge planted on a 
compacted soil + ground gorged with water + deer browsing 

• Scenario B : Success of the LIFE action (37/52 sites = 71 %) cf examples later
• Scenario C : Effect of LIFE action beyond expectation (10/52 sites = 19 %)
• Scenario D : No restoration action but the implementation of the new 

management plan leads to a positive evolution of the habitat (4/52 sites = 8 %)



Descriptive sheets for 
all sites



Before-After evolution https://www.flickr.com/photos/186075070@N06/albums

Example 1 : Martelange – Corne du Bois du pendu

l Recurrent removal of tree regrowth by slashing
l Public owner (municipalities of Martelange and Attert)

Before During



Before-After evolution
Example 1 : Martelange – Corne du Bois du pendu

l Agreement with 2 farmers
l 2.3 ha of pasture  with highlands + 6.4 ha hay meadow (6230 Natura 2000 
Habitat)
l Agro-Environmental Package

After After After



Example 2 : Fays-les-Veneurs

l Corridor widening planned by Elia
l Public owner (municipalities of Paliseul and Bertrix )
l Covered with common bracken

Before

During

Before-After evolution

During



Before-After evolution
Example 2 : Fays-les-Veneurs

l 4.2 ha hay meadow (6510 Natura 2000 Habitat)
l Agro-Environmental Package

After After



Before-After evolution
Example 3 : Winenne

l Recurrent removal of tree regrowth by rotary slashing
l Steep ground
l Public owner (municipality of Beauraing + Walloon Region)

BeforeBefore Before



Before-After evolution
Example 3 : Winenne

l 4 ha heathland (4030 Natura 2000 habitat) restored by top 
soil

scraping + ponds
l Management by the Nature and Forest Administration

After

During After




