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Innovation is key for the TSO of the future 
Innovation in threefold: technical - social - system 
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TenneT – EU’s first cross border TSO 

•  Grid   20.800 km (110 - 380 kV) 

•  Connecting  36 mln consumers 

•  Turnover  1.8 bn.€ 

•  EBIT   362 mln.€ 

•  Assets  10.3 bn € 

•  Staff   2.300 

•  Investing  13 bn  
     (next 10 yrs  for market integration and integration RES 
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Technical innovations: Wintrack towers 
"   Reduce the width of magnetic fields  
     (60% less compared to conventional towers)  
"   Minimalistic design, less impact on landscape 
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Technical innovations: cabling 380kV 
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"   Applying 20 km of 380kV underground cable is state of the art… and the 
world is watching with great interest!  

"   Cooperation with  
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Joint paper on underground cabling 
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Example of Landscape integration plan 
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Five guidelines for a sustainable market design 
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"  See some extra slides 
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Dialogue process Wahle-Mecklar 

Original corridor  

Customized corridor 
follows citizen‘s  
ideas 

"   Involving people early into planning process 
"   TenneT checks 450 km alternative corridors for a 230km line – example: 



Grid expansion and NIMBY 23 May 2013 

How did/do we tackle NIMBY in the NL 
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A.  specific (Dutch) procedures for 
spatial planning and decision 
making 

B.  applying technical innovation 
and spatial optimization 

C.  extensive research on all local 
Facts & Figures (with EIA) 

D.  intensive and proactive 
information & communication  

Information & 
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