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SUMMARY

Key messages

Antonella Battaglini, CEO Renewables Grid Initiative: “The power sector. Evolution or revolution?”
We are in the middle of a revolution, changes are happening across the power sector at global level, the
challenges we face are increasingly opportunities for new actors and those who can master change.

The EU energy policy drivers need to be re-interpreted. Competitiveness can only be achieved and
maintained if based on innovation. We need policies that reward and support innovation in technologies,
in new approaches and that stimulate new business models. Energy security needs to be achieved
together with Europe’s neighbours and shared across the Union. There is no security in restrictive
nationalistic approaches. Interconnectors are important for energy security as well as for fostering inter-
dependencies. The broad concept of sustainability should remain in the focus of all energy policies
because it is the base to protect the environment we live in and address the needs and wants of citizens.
Public opinion is indispensible to achieve European energy and climate goals. We need leaders who can
inspire citizens, who can explain how to turn challenges in opportunities and de facto lead the transition.
Collaboration across the energy sectors are needed and also the source of new business opportunities.

RGI is an excellent example of collaboration. Only those who learn how to manage change will survive.

Maros Seféovic, European Commission, Vice President Energy Union

The electricity sector is currently facing a great number of challenges and many new developments will
be seen in the coming years, including the roll-out of smart grids and smart metres, individual home
energy management or increased efficiency in the building and transport sector. Technology and
innovation will be the main drivers of this change. The integration of an increased share of renewables
will also come with challenges. These will become easier to overcome when a cross-border European
market is considered. Instead of sub-optimal national solutions, European solutions should be pursued
and will be much more cost-effective. Moreover, a European electricity system is much more robust and

secure.
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The energy union is one of Juncker’s priorities for the coming years. For instance, energy infrastructure,
efficiency and an increased share of renewables are examples of the priorities in Juncker’s investment
plan that was introduced last year. The five pillars of the energy union entail:

1. Security of energy supply by solidarity and trust within the EU

2. Well-functioning and fully integrated internal market

3. Moderation of energy demand by tapping into the potential of energy efficiency
4. Decarbonisation of EU energy mix
5

Focus of the EU’s agenda for research and innovation on objectives in these areas

Main discussion outcomes
1. Innovation and Structural Change
Including contributions from: Olivier Feix, Head of Communications/Public Affairs 50Hertz; James
McDougall, CEO Younicos, Roberto Zangrandi, Special Advisor EDSO
Participants agreed that we should not think in old roles, but rather be open to new forms of
collaboration. This might entail new fields of activities for both TSOs and DSOs, but certainly more
cooperation between the two players. It is certain that more electricity than ever needs to be transported
and balanced. However, who does it and who pays for it remains to be seen. Challenges lie ahead in
making organisational cultures fit for the future and new players will try to seize opportunities that
result out of the coming changes. Financial structures of the energy sector were considered one of the
biggest structural changes to be seen in the coming years. Closely related were questions about
ownership — public or private and centralised or decentralised. The discussion also showed that public
stakeholders continuously set high hopes into technological innovation (underground cables) to reduce
the impact of necessary infrastructure development and made evident the need for better information on

the comparatively high impacts of constructing such projects.

2. Energy and Democracy
Including contributions from: Christoph Bals, Policy Director Germanwatch, Graham Watson,
President Climate Parliament; Tor Eigil Hodne, Senior Vice President for European Affairs
Statnett; Ivana d’Alessandro, Secretary of the Bern Convention Council of Europe

In the second discussion round, the right of people to participate in decisions that affect them was

stressed. On the one hand, this right should entail democratic decision-making procedures concerning
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energy sources and on the other the implications of this energy mix, such as the planning of
infrastructure or impacts on communities and nature. In addition, participation could exceed the mere
engagement in discussions when citizens become actual participants in the generation and balancing of
electricity. While this trend, stirred by digitalisation and big data, brings many new opportunities and
new structures of ownership, it comes with challenges related to data security.

Another aspect of democracy in the energy system is relates to energy fairness and the opportunities

closer cooperation between different countries — within Europe, but also beyond — could bring.

3. The European Energy Union
Including contributions from: Pierre Schellekens, Deputy Head of Cabinet of Commissioner Miguel
Arias Carniete; Ben Voorhorst, COO TenneT, Claude Turmes, MEP Group of the Greens/European
Free Alliance; Monica Frassoni, President of European Alliance to Save Energy, Ariel Brunner,
Head of EU Policy BirdLife Europe
Pierre Schellekens explained the current state of thinking within the European Commission regarding
the Energy Union. According to him, the starting point is that the EU is not delivering on energy policy.
The goal of a European energy policy is a competitive, secure and sustainable energy system. However,
while climate policy is European right now, energy policy is still highly national. The European energy
sector could be much more efficient if it were integrated, including the market, security of supply and
infrastructure.
In the subsequent discussion, there was no agreement on how well the EU is already delivering on the
Energy Union and what this Union should include. Some individuals proposed to rename it to “Climate
and Energy Union” to stress the importance of the overarching goal to fight climate change. Ben
Voorhorst raised the question how renewables could best be integrated into a future market regime and
what this would mean for their business model. Monica Frassoni suggested to include a ‘saving test’
into the Union, i.e. the decision on building something new, such as a power line or a gas pipeline,
should always be compared with the costs of saving the amount of energy delivered by this.
There was an agreement on the fact that more focus should be laid on citizens in any given project and
that the project needs a strong narrative in order to become successful. However, opinions on what this
means differed substantially. One suggestion was to focus more on the consumption side of the energy

system since this is what citizens relate to. Ariel Brunner pointed out that Europe is not popular at the
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moment, neither are big businesses and the free market. However, the EU has already proven that it can

deliver on innovative and peaceful projects, such as the transition towards renewables.

If you have any questions, comments or relevant information, please contact us:

Theresa Schneider, theresa@renewables-grid.eu.

IMPRESSIONS OF THE DAY
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PARTICIPANTS

Company/ Organisations
Argus Media

European Climate Foundation

Gaelectric

WWF

European Parliament

Freelance journalist

Renewables Grid Initiative/ THEMA1
Germanwatch

Renewables Grid Initiative

Renewables Grid Initiative

E3G - Third Generation Environmentalism
Friends of the Supergrid

European Solar Thermal Electricity Association
Beiten Burkhardt

Informationsbuero Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
Institute for Energy Efficiency of Ukraine
BirdLife Europe

National Grid

Renewables Grid Initiative/ THEMA1

3M

BYSTRUP power pylons

Lorraine Champagne-Ardenne Delegation
Interface Europe

3E

IFIEC Europe

BROmotion/ EP

Council of Europe

European Copper Institute

Buyle legal

Degroof Fund Management Company

Elia Group

European Suppliers of Waste to Energy
Quelia

European Solar Thermal Electricity Association

European Commission - EASME

Hanse-Office
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Sini Erdjaa BirdLife Europe, European Environmental Bureau
Deniz Erdem Federal Network Agency, Germany
Jean-Frangois Fauconnier Climate Action Network Europe

Olivier Feix 50Hertz

Angelo Ferrante Terna

Roberto Francia Cinque International

Marcus Franken E.ON

Monica Frassoni Energy Efficiency Alliance

Stephane Gaborit RTE

Paul-Georg Garmer TenneT

Francesco Gattiglio Eurobat

Dexter Gauntlett Navigant

Raghav Gogia Statnett

Santiago Gonzalez DG ENER

Peter Gosslar BI fiir HGU-Erdkabel

Elvira Grassi European Commission

Berardo Guzzi Terna

Zoltan Gyevai Figyelo weekly

Rotraud Haenlein Germanwatch

Siobhan Hall Platts

Jan Hensmans Ministry of Economy - Directorate General Energy
Tor Eigil Hodne Statnett SF

Diyun Huang KULeuven

Romain Ioualalen

Tomasz Jerzyniak European Commission

Roland Joebstl EEB

Mark Johnston European Policy Centre

Markus Kaufman Roland Berger Strategy Consultants

Sarah Keay-Bright The Regulatory Assistance Project

Charlotte Kellner European Parliament

Heike Kerber VDE / Forum Netztechnik/Netzbetrieb im VDE
Nathan Knight Interel

Tina Knezevik IUCN

Talitha Koek Natuur & Milieu

Aris Kokkinos eurobole.com

Nancy Kontou Kontou Associates

Angeliki Koulouri EWEA

Thibaud Lalanne European Geothermal Energy Council

Marie Latour European Technology Platform on Smartgrids / Zabala
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Patrick Laureys Elia Group

Diane Le Naour Foundation Heinrich Boll

Jo Leinen Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats
Signe Lerche UNEP

Vivian R. F. Linssen IMNRC-NewPOL Network

Yan Lipchynskyi DTEK

Antonio Lucio-Villegas  Red Electrica de Espafia

Suzie Lukacova Milieu

Rainer Lutkehus energate

Bengt Magnusson Svensk Energi - Swedenergy

Jacques Malache International PRESS Agency

Kai Thomas Marschner SAL.INCO Group

Karen Martin Pérez Scotland Europa

Francoise Masson The Belgian Economic Journal in Chinese
Matija Matokovi European Commission

James P. McDougall Younicos

Damjan Medimorec Croatian Transmission System Operator
Michael Mieszczanski ENTSO-E

Francesco Mirizzi European Commission

Lorenzo Morselli EWEA

Adel Motawi Terna Rete Italia

Daniel Muether Bundesnetzagentur

Zarina Naseem Scottish Government

Marta Navarrete Friends of the Supergrid

Guy Nicholson Element Power Greenwire Greenlink
Susanne Nies EURELECTRIC

Ernestas Oldyrevas Scotland Europa

Mike Parr PWR

Laetitia Passot RTE

Fabien Porcher Rhone-Alpes Region - EU Office

Josh Roberts ClientEarth

Viola Rocher EnBW

Fiorenza Roghi Terna Rete Italia

Hageboeke Roland GASCADE Gastransport

Patrick Ruf Fernwiarme Ulm

Dalia Salameh Permanent Representation of Austria to the EU
Antina Sander Renewables Grid Initiative

Natasa Sbrizaj 3M

Fabrizio Scaramuzza ENEL
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Eva-Maria Schaffer TenneT

Peter Scheerer TransnetBW

Pierre Schellekens Deputy Head of Cabinet of Commissioner Miguel Arias Canete
Theresa Schneider Renewables Grid Initiative

Boris Schucht S50Hertz

Christoph Schuh APG

Ivan Scrase RSPB

Stephan Singer WWF International

Catharina Sikow-Magny DG Energy

Anders Skanlund Statnett

Ilina Stefanova EVN Bulgaria

Alice Stollmeyer @StollmeyerEU

Ernst-Christoph  Stolper Friends of the Earth

Marius Strecker TenneT

Christoph Thiel TenneT

Frederic Thoma Greenpeace EU Unit

Walter Trautwein Netzwerk TERRA Energiewende
Clemens Triebel Younicos

Claude Turmes Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance
Marleen Vanhecke Elia Group

Dirk VanSintjan REScoop

Marie Vaugeois CCI Pays de la Loire

Hubert Vogel Fernwiarme Ulm

Ben Voorhorst TenneT

Thong Vu Van ENTSO-E

Molly Walsh Friends of the Earth

Richard Walsh National Grid

Graham Watson Climate Parliament

Pascale Wauters Sustainability Communications
lan Welham Smart Wires

Volker Wendt Europacable

Adam White WWEF European Policy Office
Peter Wicks Kontou Associates

Paul Wilczek EWEA

Christoph Wolff European Climate Foundation
Gunnar Wrede Younicos

Clemens Wunderlich German Greens

Roberto Zangrandi EDSO

Judit Zegnal Bruxinfo - Hungarian News Agency
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PROGRAMME

13:00 The power sector: evolution or revolution?
Antonella Battaglini | CEO Renewables Grid Initiative

Video keynote
Maros Sefcovic | Vice President European Commission

14:00 Innovation and structural change
Inputs and fishbow! discussion

How can TSOs master the challenges of the energy transition? |

Boris Schucht, CEO 50Hertz

Disruptive storage options | James P. McDougall, CEO Younicos

Collaboration between DSOs and TSOs: policies required to lead the energy transition |
Roberto Zangrandi, Special Advisor EDSO

16:00 Energy and Democracy
Inputs and fishbow! discussion

Prosumers - Responsibility and Democracy | Christoph Bals,

Policy Director Germanwatch

Trust your neighbour: the need for interconnections | Graham Watson,

President Climate Parliament

Big data in the electricity sector: peoples’ concerns and needs | Tor Eigil Hodne, Senior Vice
President for European Affairs Statnett

Greener grids: infrastructure and biodiversity | Ivana d’ Alessandro,

Secretary of the Bern Convention, Council of Europe

17:00 The European Energy Union
Keynote: Pierre Schellekens | Deputy Head of Cabinet Commissioner Arias Caiiete

Inputs and fishbow! discussion
What should the Energy Union deliver for the electricity sector? | Jerzy Buzek, MEP, Chair
of the ITRE Committee, Group of the European People's Party
Is Europe fit for a sustainable market design? | Ben Voorhorst, COO TenneT
Liberalisation 2.0 | Claude Turmes, MEP, Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance
Efficiency vs. flexibility | Monica Frassoni, President European Alliance to Save Energy
There is no ‘Union’ without sustainability | Ariel Brunner, Head of EU Policy BirdLife
Europe

19:00 “Good Practice of the Year”
Award Ceremony

Priorities 2015 | Marie C. Donnelly, Director for new and renewable sources of energy,
energy efficiency and innovation at the European Commission
Award procedure and evaluation criteria | Patrick Oelze, Certified Auditor MAZARS
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